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How does the school identify and assess Special Educational Needs 

(SEND)? 

At Damson Wood, we use Assess, Plan, Do, Review – the Graduated Approach to identify SEND.  The 

class teacher will use high quality teaching and will provide differentiated work and make 

adjustments for pupils according to their needs. We will assess pupils’ strengths as well as the areas 

they find difficult and create a learning plan which may incorporate additional interventions.  

Learning will be closely monitored and any additional support will be discussed with the pupil and 

parents. The SENCO will be consulted in order to provide additional support, advice or to refer to 

specialist agencies. 

Where it is determined that a child does have SEND, parents will be notified of the formal 

identification and invited to regular meetings to discuss their child’s progress. 

 

In school we use a variety of different ways to assess whether a child or young person has SEN. Some 

of these ways include: 

• Observations 

• School data 

• Information from parents 

• Information from the child  

• Specialist assessments carried out by support services 

• Information from previous schools or settings 

• Results from end of key stage assessments 

• Discussions with adults who work with the child 

  

What is SEND?  

 A child has SEN if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational 

provision to be made for them.  A child of compulsory school age has a learning difficulty or disability 

if they: 

• have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of other of the same age;  

or 

• has a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of educational facilities of a kind 

generally provided for others of the same age in mainstreams schools.  (SEND Code of Practice, 

2014). 



If a pupil is identified as having additional needs, we will provide provision that is 'additional to' or 

'different from' the usual differentiated curriculum in order to overcome the barrier to their 

learning. 

We use an ongoing assessment cycle with four parts, Assess, Plan, Do, Review to assess and monitor 

individual pupils' progress and outcomes.  Parents are included in this cycle, and we value their input 

and incorporate information that is shared by them into the teaching and learning cycle. 

 

How do we teach children with SEND? 

Assess 

We use assessment in order to monitor and track individual progress.  We use teacher assessment, 

previous and current data, comparisons to national data and information provided by parents and 

the child to build a picture of strengths as well as barriers to learning. 

We use pre and post assessment in order to effectively monitor additional interventions to ensure 

that they are matched to the child’s needs.  We regularly review provision to ensure that barriers to 

learning are being removed and children are making progress. 

Where the school believes a child needs additional assessment, this will be done in consultation with 

parents or carers and consent sought. 

 

Plan 

Once assessed, we will agree an individual support plan for the child.  This will be done by the 

SENCO, class teacher and support staff.  We will agree targets, provision, strategies and timescales 

for monitoring progress.  Parents or carers will be informed of this, and school will share any 

strategies or resources that can be used to support the child at home. 

 

Do 

The class teacher remains responsible for working with the child on a day-to-day basis. They retain 

responsibility even where the interventions may involve group or one-to-one teaching away from 

the main class. They will work closely with the SENCO and teaching assistants to plan and assess the 

impact of support and interventions and make links with classroom teaching. 

 

Review 

The class teacher, SENCO and teaching assistant will review the child’s progress regularly to ensure 

that progress is being made and will adapt or change the provision in order to effectively respond to 

the child’s needs.  Parents or carers, along with the child, will be consulted about any necessary 

changes. 

 

 



How do we adapt the curriculum and the environment? 

At Damson Wood, we implement high quality teaching for all, as a first response to SEND support.  

Teachers will assess and monitor progress and identify barriers to learning and respond by adjusting 

the curriculum or the physical environment. 

  

In order to support pupils, we might provide: 

• Additional phonics 

• Additional maths 

• Additional reading 

• Fine or gross motor support 

• Language groups and social skills groups 

  

Making adjustments and adaptations 

We will ensure that effective scaffolding through resources, models and images are incorporated 

into lessons and additional interventions and teaching styles, strategies and approaches are adapted 

in order to meet the individual needs of the child. 

We might adapt the curriculum by: 

• Adapting our staffing 

• Using pre-teaching 

• Using flexible grouping 

• Allowing longer processing time 

• Giving chunked instructions (instructions broken down into stages). 

We may also provide resources such as: 

• Task boards 

• Visual timetables 

• Timers 

• Use of ICT 

• Sensory/weighted cushions 
 
 
In our classrooms, we use neutral displays, pastel shades on whiteboards and provide individual 

workstations. 

 

 



How do the school know how much progress is being made by pupils with 

Special Educational Needs? 

All children’s progress, including those with special educational needs, is tracked using the school’s 

assessment tracking system. Pupils are assessed regularly using marking and feedback, observations 

and questioning as well as more formal assessments such as curriculum and standardised tests. 

In Solihull we also have access to the Literacy and Maths Continuums which support assessment 

when a child or young person is making small steps of progress. In addition, we also set 

individualised targets that are formally reviewed throughout the year. 

  

Intervention Monitoring 

Additional provision monitored in the following ways: 

• Carrying out pre and post assessment  

• Monitoring by the SENCO 

• Termly reviews for pupils receiving SEND support 

• Annual Reviews for pupils with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) 

  

This helps the school to monitor how well additional provision is working. Copies of the Support 

Plans will be shared with parents and the child to ensure a transparent and collaborative 

partnership. 

There will also be opportunities to discuss children’s progress at Parents and Review Meetings. The 

progress each child is making is discussed at pupil progress meetings with the class teacher, head 

teacher and other senior members of staff. 

 

What extra-curricular activities can a pupil with special educational 

needs access at school? 

All children will have access to our extra-curricular activities. Reasonable adjustments will be made 

to ensure all children and young people with SEND needs are fully included in these activities. 

All children have full access to our before and after school clubs, lunchtime clubs, sports day, 

competitions, school performances and workshops.  We ensure that all children can participate in 

local area sports festivals and competitions.  

We believe that it is important that all children regardless of SEND needs has the opportunity to hold 

a role of responsibility in school such as being a School Council Representative or Anti-Bullying 

Ambassador. 

Please see our Accessibility Plan on our website that details how we aim to ensure inclusivity in 

children's access to the curriculum, the physical environment and in our communication with 

parents and visitors to our school.  Our ethos is that no child regardless of SEND need should be 

treated less favourably than their peers. 



How are pupils with special educational needs involved in their own 

education? 

We aim to involve all children in our school in the evaluation and implementation of their own 

education. For children with special educational needs we use a variety of strategies to support this 

including: 

• Person Centred Reviews 

• Child views for Review meetings 

• Self-assessment strategies 

• Access to a range of resources and equipment 

• Ensuring child has a designated person to go to if they need help 

• Support Plans 

 

How do we support children with social and emotional needs? 

At Damson Wood, we recognise that some children have additional social and emotional needs and 

we have trained staff that can provide pastoral support and intervention to meet these needs. We 

will also contact the following specialist agencies if needed following consultation with parents or 

carers: 

• Solihull Specialist Inclusion Support Service Social, Emotional and Mental Health Team (SISS 

SEMH) 

• Educational Psychology Team (EP) 

 

All children participate in personal, social, and health education (PSHE) lessons where they develop 

their knowledge about how to lead healthy, independent lives.  In these lessons, children get the 

opportunity to practise resilience as well as learning how to develop strategies to support their 

social and emotional development. 

Our PHSE lessons provide an opportunity for children also learn about bullying, citizenship, healthy 

eating, physical activity, online safety as well as mental well-being. As a result, they develop a wide 

range of knowledge and strategies to support mental and physical well-being. 

We have a positive Behaviour Policy which includes expectations on acceptable behaviour, rewards 

and sanctions.  All children are aware of these expectations and so understand that we have a zero-

tolerance approach to certain behaviours such as bullying, racist or other discriminatory abuse.  

Details can be found in our Behaviour Policy. 

 

What training does the staff in school have in relation to pupils with 

special educational needs? 

In our school we believe that all staff should be involved in supporting pupils with special 

educational needs and so we make sure that staff have training to help them to do this. 



Our staff have had the following training: 

• Epipen 

        Makaton 

• Asthma  

• Good Autism Practice 

• Attachment  

• Precision Teaching 

• Phonics 

• An Introduction to Speech and Language 

• Adaptive Teaching 

         Quality First Teaching 

• Sensory Needs and Difficulties 

        ADHD 

• SENDCO – National SENDCO Award, Autism Tier 1, 2 and 3 training  

 

Regular staff workshops are held to ensure that staff have up-to-date knowledge of the most 

effective strategies and knowledge of amendments to statutory policies that will impact on their 

practice. 

 

How does the school support pupils with special educational needs 

through transition? 

We aim to make times of transition as easy as possible for the children and young people in our 

school. 

When starting at our school we: 

• Meet with the child and their parents to talk about their needs and answer any questions 

about our school. 

• Provide the child with a transition book that has photographs of key staff and areas around 

school. 

• Read reports from people who have worked with the child. 

• Liaise with the previous setting. 

• Arrange visits to our school before starting. 

 

When moving to a new year group we: 

• Introduce the child to their new teacher. 

• Provide the child with a transition book that has photographs of key staff and areas around 

school. 



• Talk to the child and their family so we can answer any questions that they may have about 

the new year group. 

• Give adults who will be working with the child copies of their Support Plans and discuss the 

support needed. 

When moving to a new school we: 

• Hold a review meeting and invite staff from the new school. 

• Talk to key staff at the new school about the things that will help the child to learn well and 

be happy at school. 

• Arrange extra visits to the new school with a member of staff from our school if requested. 

• Talk to the child and their family so we can answer any questions they may have about the 

new school. 

 

How are parents involved in the education of their child? 

Our school has an open-door policy which ensures that we are always approachable. We regularly 

aim to involve parents or carers in the following ways: 

• Regular meetings with the SENDCO, class teacher and support staff. 

• Target setting so parents are aware of their child’s targets. 

• Home/school books for sharing important information. 

• Information on the school website. 

• Weekly newsletters. 

• Parent’s meetings. 

• Parental views - Review meetings. 

• Sign posting to support/parent groups.  

 

How does school get more specialist help for pupils if they need it? 

Agency or Service Who they work with 
How can school get in touch 

with them 

Social Emotional and 

Mental Health 

(SEMH) Team 

The Social Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH) Team is a 

team of skilled and experienced specialist teachers who 

provide support for children and young people with a range 

of needs relating to SEMH within the context of a 

traded service. 

School has an allocated worker 

who they will contact after a 

parent or carer signs a referral 

form. 

Autism Team 
 

The Autism Team is an educational advisory service that 

provides advice and support for children and young 

people who have a diagnosis of autism. The team are all 

experienced practitioners, with a specialism in autism and 

School has an allocated worker 

who they will contact after a 

parent or carer signs a referral 

form. 



experience of working with children of all ages in both 

mainstream and specialist settings. 

Communication and 

Learning Difficulties 

Team (CLD) 
 

The Communication and Learning Difficulties Team (CLD) is a 

team of experienced Specialist Teachers that work with 

pupils with a broad range of special educational and learning 

needs aged 5 to 18. Activities provided by the team support 

a graduated response to SEND. Pupils supported by the CLD 

team will be receiving SEN Support in school or have an 

Education, Health and Care (EHC) Plan. 

School has an allocated worker 

who they will contact after a 

parent or carer signs a referral 

form. 

Speech and 

Language Therapy 

Service (SALT) 

Children or young people with a high level of speech and 

language difficulties or problems with feeding and 

swallowing. 

Parents/carers, teachers, health 

professionals or any other adult 

who knows the young person 

well. 

Speech, Language 

and Communication 

Disorder Team 

(SLCD) 
 

The Speech, Language and Communication Disorder Team 

(SLCD) is a team of experienced practitioners that provide an 

educational advisory service that support children and 

young people with a specific speech, language and 

communication disorder. 

School will contact after a parent 

or carer signs a referral form. 

Sensory and Physical 

Impairment Team 

(SPI) 
 

The Sensory and Physical Impairment Team (SPI) is a highly 

specialist team experienced in working with children and 

young people who have a hearing impairment, physical 

disability, multi-sensory impairment or visual impairment. 

School can make a referral with 

parental consent. 

Community 

Educational 

Psychology Service 

(CEPS) 

The Community Educational Psychology Service (CEPS) 

provides professional psychological services for children, 

young people and families in a wide range of educational 

and community settings. 

School can make a referral with 

parental consent. 

Occupational 

Therapy 

Children and young people who have difficulty carrying out 

their everyday activities (“occupations”), such as getting 

themselves dressed, brushing their teeth, handwriting or 

learning to ride a bike. These difficulties can be due to 

multiple factors, including motor, sensory or learning needs. 

Open referral system meaning 

referrals can be made by 

parents, teachers, health 

professionals or any other adult 

who knows the young person 

well. 

School Nurse Children and young people with medical needs. 
School will complete a referral 

with parental consent. 

Paediatric 

physiotherapy 

The Paediatric Physiotherapy Service will see children who 

have physical difficulties with gross motor skills. 

Child’s GP, consultant or 

relevant Allied Health 

Professional involved in the 

child’s care. 

SOLAR Children or young people with emotional difficulties. 
Parents or professionals working 

with the child. 



Community 

Paediatricians 

Community Paediatricians are doctors who specialise in 

developmental, behavioural and social difficulties of 

children. Some of the conditions assessed and treated by 

Community Paediatricians include: 

• Global/Developmental Delay 

• Neurodevelopment disorders such as Cerebral Palsy 

• Gross motor delay 

• Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder 

Referrals can be made to the 

Community Paediatrics service 

by GP’s, Health Visitors, School 

Nurses and in some 

circumstances school staff or 

social workers. 

 

 

How does the Governing Body support school in meeting the needs of 

pupils with SEND and their families? 

In our school, we have a governor who is responsible for special educational needs and disabilities 

(SEND).  Her job is to meet with the SENCO regularly.  In these meetings, the SEND Governor makes 

sure that children and their families are being supported by school and the right services. The SEND 

Governor will also visit school, observe what happens in classrooms and meet with pupils and class 

teachers. 

The Headteacher and SENCO have to report to the SEND Governor twice a year.  The SEND Governor 

shares this information so that the whole governing body is aware of how children with special 

needs are being supported in school and how well the support is working.  The governors will 

challenge, support and advise the head teacher if appropriate provision is not being made. 

 

If a parent has a complaint about the school, how does the governing 

body deal with this? 

Parents can raise concerns about their child's provision at any time.  They can speak to their child's 

class teacher or the head teacher. They might also choose to speak to a school Governor. 

If you have a more formal complaint about the school or your child's provision, please contact the 

head teacher or the Chair of Governors. You contact the headteacher by emailing the Damson Wood 

Nursery and Infant School Office on 19office@damson-wood.solihull.sch.uk. You can contact the 

governors by emailing our Clerking Professional on g2alowe-cst@solgrid.org.uk.  You can also 

contact our CEO by emailing the CEO’s PA on CST PA s2pa-cst@solgrid.org.uk.  Our school governing 

body takes complaints seriously and will act upon these on an individual basis. We will do everything 

we can to help. 

 

Our complaints policy can be found under 'Policies' on the CST Website, Central Schools Trust - 

Home. 

 

 

 

https://www.solihull.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2021-11/Community-Paediatrics.pdf
https://www.solihull.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2021-11/Community-Paediatrics.pdf
mailto:19office@damson-wood.solihull.sch.uk
mailto:g2alowe-cst@solgrid.org.uk
mailto:s2pa-cst@solgrid.org.uk
https://www.centralschoolstrust.co.uk/
https://www.centralschoolstrust.co.uk/


Who are the support services that can help parents with pupils who have 

special educational needs? 

Agency or 

Service 
Support Provided How to get in touch with them 

Special 

Educational 

Needs & 

Disability 

Information, 

Advice and 

Support Service 

(SENDIASS) 

Support SEN procedures, help with 

understanding the law surrounding SEN 

and SEN provision. 

 Call: 01215 165 173 
 Email solihullsendias@family-action.org.uk 
 Write to: Solihull SENDIAS, 11-13 Land Lane, Marston 

Green, Solihull, B37 7DE 
 www.solihull-sendias.org.uk 

 

Autism West 

Midlands 

Provide advice and support for parents 

of children with Autism. 

 Telephone: 0121 450 7582  

 Email: info@autismwestmidlands.org.uk 

Young Minds 

ADHD 

Provide advice and support for parents 

of children with ADHD. 
 https://www.youngminds.org.uk/ 

NHS: Every Mind 

Matters 

Provide advice and support for parents 

around supporting mental health. 

 https://www.nhs.uk/every-mind-matters/supporting-

others/childrens-mental-health/ 

Bullying: Advice 

for Parents and 

Carers 

Practical tips to help parents deal with 

bullying and its associated issues such 

as online safety, schooling, raising self-

esteem and encouraging positive 

behaviour. 

 https://www.kidscape.org.uk/advice/advice-for-

parents-and-carers/ 

 

Solihull's SEND Local Offer 

Every local authority in England has a duty to provide children and young people, (0-25 years) with 

support if they have Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities - this is known as the Local Offer.  

Every local authority has to publish what support is available on a website: this is called the Local 

Offer Website. 

 https://www.solihull.gov.uk/children-and-family-support/localoffer 

The information you should be able to find on a Local Offer Website includes: 

• Sources of support, advice and information for children, young people and families including 

supporting groups and forums 

• Special educational, health and social care provision for children and young people with SEN 

or disabilities 

• Arrangements to identify and assess children and young people with SEN, including how an 

assessment can be requested 

• Childcare, including suitable provision for disabled children and those with SEND 

• Arrangements for resolving disagreements and details about making complaints. 

http://tel:%200121%20516%205173/
mailto:solihullsendias@family-action.org.uk
http://www.solihull-sendias.org.uk/
https://www.kidscape.org.uk/advice/advice-for-parents-and-carers/cyberbullying-and-digital-safety/
https://www.kidscape.org.uk/advice/advice-for-parents-and-carers/talking-to-schools-about-bullying/
https://www.kidscape.org.uk/advice/advice-for-parents-and-carers/talking-about-bullying-with-your-child/
https://www.kidscape.org.uk/advice/advice-for-parents-and-carers/talking-about-bullying-with-your-child/
https://www.kidscape.org.uk/advice/advice-for-parents-and-carers/help-your-child-respect-others/
https://www.kidscape.org.uk/advice/advice-for-parents-and-carers/help-your-child-respect-others/
https://www.solihull.gov.uk/children-and-family-support/localoffer

