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ORGANISATION OF THIS EVENING

« Head's Update

* 5.00pm -5.30pm

e Meet the Teacher —in classrooms

« Approximately 5.30pm - 6.00pm

* You Will be intfroduced to key staff

iIn your child’s year group.

« We advise you to go to your

youngest child’s classroom first.

* There will be plenty of fime to ask

questions.




MS STEVENS - HEADTEACHER

Headteacher at Damson Wood since the beginning of
this term.

Roles in School: Leadership and Management,
Designated Safeguarding Lead, Attendance, Behaviour
and Attitudes, Curriculum - Teaching & Learning, amongst
many other things!

| am usually on the gate every morning if you wish to talk
’roff.me or you can make an appointment via the school
office.

You can pass messages to me by email:
office@damson-wood.solihull.sch.uk
or by phone to the school office: 0121 705 8652



mailto:office@damson-wood.solihull.sch.uk

MISS HULL

Roles in School: Assistant Headteacher & SENCo

For further information about SEND at Damson Wood,
please visit: https://www.damson-wood.co.uk/send/

Please do come and see Miss Hull on the school gate or
make an appointment if you need any help in school or
to seek further advice.

You can pass messages on to Miss Hull via email:
office@damson-wood.solihull.sch.uk
or phone: 0121 705 8652



https://www.damson-wood.co.uk/send/
mailto:office@damson-wood.solihull.sch.uk

OUR VISION
‘Learning and Growing Together’
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LEARNING

« Our pupils are tfaught an ambitious curriculum, covering a wide range of
subjects, which supports and challenges everyone to increase their skills and
knowledge over time and make sustained progress. We work particularly
hard to ensure no child is left behind by providing equally high-quality
learning opportunities for all our pupils, including those with SEND.

Reading ﬂ & Music
PLEaE

Writing %4 Computing
Maths Cj\ g History
Science = v B‘T‘? Y Geography

History @ A 5 Art

Design & Technology (D&T)
Personal, Social & Health
Education (PSHE)

Physical Education (PE)
Computing
Religious Education (RE)







| What will we learn?

PSED: Being Me in My World — How can | start to
understand my feelings and emotions?

Discovery RE Special People —What makes people

special?

HﬂﬁwaﬁdrMaﬂl&m&eﬁﬂgf_Calour recognition,
ordering things by size, number recognition 1-5, 2D shapes,
weather, date and month, repeating patterns

Other things we will, learn:

To understand where | belong in the classroom and how
to behave.

To learn how to use the indoor and outdoor learning
classroom.

To be able to identify and discuss about who is special to
me.

To be able to communicate about my home and family.

To be able to recognise similarities and differences
between myself and others, including likes and dislikes

To begin to recognise emotions and feelings
To learn about the season Autumn

To learn about independence- putting on our own coat,
washing our hands

To learn the names of our body parts
To recognise my name

To learn about the importance of being healthy and
looking after our body and teeth

To learn how to hold a pencil and control it

Phase One letters and sounds

Stunning-Staytes”
Starting Mursery

Fabulouws Finale:
Visit from a Doctor/Dentist

EO‘I&QI&XIDU&UHE surgery

KeyVocabulary

Family, house, home, likes, dislikes, names of body
parts, healthy, unhealthy.

Key Texty
Starting School, Colour Me Happy, Topsy and Tim start
school, Spot goes to school, We're going to the doctaor,
Mon-fiction texts about visiting the doctor or dentist

Damsorn Wood: Nursery & Infant School
Project Planner
Year: MNursery Term: Autumn One
Topic: All About Me
SPARKS Value: Kind

Adultled ing:
Dough-gym and Funky fingery: Assessmentof

pencil grip and children grouped accordingly. Children use the
dough daily or engage in fine maotor activities

Pencil-contirol:Assessment and activities linked to

pencil contral, pre-writing skills, drawing our family.

WedlComumy Children will be baselined and grouped

accordingly for a speech and language intervention

Li Tor - 2
Invite parentsfcarersin for a ‘coffee morning’, whereby
the parents/carers can stay for a little while in the hall

and become familiar with each other/build relationships.

Doctor/Dentist to visit to talk to the childrenabout how
to look after themselves and what the doctor or dentist
do to help people.

How will we be-creative?
Paint a self-portrait (AT}
Paint a picture of people who are special to me.

Mirrors and photographs of different facial expressions-
children to make a happy/sad/shocked/angry etc face

Role play visiting the doctor/dentist

Listen to stories that are about different families and
cultures

Use movement to express feelings by listening to
different types of music

Autumn walk collecting things to show us the signs of
Autumn

Making collages using natural materials

Exploring the Nursery environment and showing our
preferences about where we like to play

—
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What will we-learn?

Eruglishe - Describing characters, learning about adjectives
ret=lling the story of the Gruffale using Talk 4 Writng,
adlagling the story

MaThs - To sortand caunl algacls, one more ard one less,
acditian, subtraction, comparing objects and numbers,
writing numbersta 10in numerals and wards.

SCeence - To name the four s=asons, idenbfy different
wnather, to loak at chanpes in &utemn, colect information
abaout weather im Butumn, 1o know that the clecks go back in
Autumin and 1o start and recogniss/name deciduous and
EVErgreen rees,

H-L-a.{ﬂ'j}' - To understand that peopl= chang= and grow. To
hawe a loak at a dmeline af their lives so far and that of thelr
parents. To ask parents/grandparents questons such as: what
wias |ife k= far them 2= children? How is it different oo knce?
T look at family trees together.

G&DHJEPF'L}" - To name and recognse physical &nd human
fratur=s in our lecality, to knaw what an a=rial map is and to
draw a simple map ta shew some human and physical
featurssin our school emvirenm=nt.

AT - Wildflower Me=adaw creation. To explor= observatiocn
drawing skills and callage

0T = Ta explare a range of wheeled products, to draw
ensnples of wheeled products and lsbel them eg. chassis arnd
to eaplore and make free ard fiosd seels,

Cermpuading: - To urderstand what is meant by technology
ared neme exsmples in and out of schoo, to les n how to use
technology =afely and to =xpiore Purple Mash.

Mugic - Style of song: Old School Hip Hop. To look 3t how
puls=, rhythim and pitch work together.

FPE - Gymnasbcs unit focusing on balancing. agilty and co-
ordinalion

RE- Talearn and re-tell the Christian Creation Stary. To talk
abaout ways we can leak after owr warld.

PEHE - Theme: Seing Me in by Warld. Key Questior: How
can I ensure that | feel safe and have a serse of belanging in
the classroom?

SEunnang Slarler
Wialing GnueTalo Soup arounsd the camo fire
Falulows ] inale

We're going on 2 Gruffalo ket

Koy Tesly
The Gruffaio, Gruffaic’s Chid, We're Gong O alBear
|l_.-:

%
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Domasn: Wood: Mursery & Infant School:
Frogect Planver

Year: 1 Term: Astuma 1

Topics 1T you o doam 1o The weods...
SPARKES Walie: Safe

PROJECT PLANNERS

Key Vocalndary

story, character, setting, cescribe, adjectives, re-tell, Invent,
soft, group, count, total, mors, less, represent, sequence,
consecutye, sddron, squal, patterr, partrison, subtract,
beckesrds, compars, gresterthan, less then, squalto,
segmon, Autumn, Spring. Summer, Winter, weather, lorecast,
san, wind, ram, fog, decdduous, evergresn, change, grow,
time line, before, past, mag, building, car park, playground,
tree, grass, house_ path, human teature, physical feature,
s=rial, Christian, creation, nature, ervircnment, world, God,
express, texture, coloar, flower, mesdew, rub, smudge,
blerd, drew. bre, shepe, vehicle, wheel sde, pin fed, free,
chasss, body, assemble, purpase lunction, pulse, rhythm |
pibch

L inksto localresourceand-expertise:

Senspry exploration of our lecal area — what isaround ws
vl e are hered

Harvest Collection- Helping Hands

Parents and Grandpasenls

How willwe becrealoves
LUse af indoor and aptdoar aress far mirrored but suitable

ocopartunies.

Making Gruffalo cremble ard following & recipe.
Klaking Grufialp faces with paper bags using instructions
sensory walks Inthe Paddeck
Acting out staries using praps.

Family timelinesfamily trees.




N"Pper and Gub

We're teaching every vt
child to read with
Little Wandle Letters

and Sounds Revised \\LETTERS AND
A complete SSP validated by SOUN DS

the Department for Education >k o*

REVISED




*Children’s reading and spelling skills have improved
thanks to Little Wandle.

*We are now continuing to further improve children’s
Writing.

*Need to ensure children enjoy writing in EYFS and
learn the basic skills — Drawing Club

*Then need a systematic approach to teaching writing
sills - Literacy Tree

\FLiteracy

Tree



COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE

Evidence shows that, in order to prepare children for literacy (reading and writing), we
need to prioritise the development of communication and language.

Language provides the foundation of thinking and learning and should be prioritised.

H;%fcvj quality adult-child interactions are important - talking with children not just falking to
children.

Adulfs have a vital role fo play in modelling effective language and communication.
Use shared reading, storytelling and work fo extend children’s vocabulary.

Education Endowment Foundation (EEF)



Responsive relationships builds strong brains | Serve & Return | NSPCC



Responsive relationships builds strong brains | Serve & Return | NSPCC

« Qutdoor Learning

,,,,,

« Stunning Starters & Fabulous Finales

Celebration Days / Weeks
Fundraising

School Councll
Anti-Bullying Ambassadors
Eco-Club
Trips

Visitors

« Sports Events
« And more...!
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GROWING

« QOur pupils are encouraged to successfully grow in their confidence, self-
awareness and emotional intelligence. We focus on the whole child at
Damson Wood and our hope is that children instil our core values, including
safety, kindness and pride. We treat our children with care and respect and
use consistent systems within a positive ethos to support children with their
behaviour and to take care of their well-being.

« SPARKS Values — At Damson Wood, we are all;

Safe Proud Ambitious Ready Kind Successful

Sarah Squirrel Peter Panda Andy Alligator Rosie Rabbit Katie Koala Steve Snail



TOGETHER

« Damson Wood is a close community with a shared vision to provide the best
possible learning and growth opportunities for our children from when they arrive
in Woodies Childcare to when they leave us to embark on their journey to junior
school.

« Staff work in collaboration with parents to understand and support our pupils in the
best way possible and this partnership is highly valued by all.

 Children come together in many different ways and learn to play and live
together successfully.

« We redlly value the link between home and school.




HOME-SCHOOL PARTNERSHIP

« Supporting learning — attendance, reading and writing are

priorities
* InNformation & Openness (5 e
« Website and Newsletters ' (gl\ng(mq " '*
* Information Evenings / Workshops 9(?100! & |
« Parents’ Consultation Evenings ‘ 2 S q Great |
* Health & Medical Needs © - (OMMUNitY OF | -
- Communication _ Leamers! .

* Messages & Appointments
« Compliments & Concerns
» Ofsted Parent View - hitps://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/



https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/

ONLINE SAFETY

Preschool Supporting preschoolers online (0-5s) | Internet Matters

6 -10 year olds
Supporting young children (6 -10s) online | Internet Matters



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O3OF-NWDzGo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=caX_wpyGnwQ&list=PLJSbhHkqYnrRTG0DCQ5-ERklah1LDPV5D&index=3

ATTENDANCE

* The number one thing that will make a difference to our pupils — good
attendance and punctuality.

* If children aren’t in school, they are not learning!

Days off school add up to lost learning
. Be at the
175 NON SCHOOL DAYS A YEAR Every Minute Counts  _.ccroom on
175 days to spend on family time, visits, holidays, shopping, - .
household jobs and other appointments LATEINESS = SPRy Lumemovn time and ready to
(Figures below are calculated over a school year) | '
B § Minutes late each day 3 days lost! earn:
—— 10 Minutes late each day 6.5 days lost!
OR MORE IS Minutes late each day 10 days lost!
20 Minutes late each day 13 days lost!
96..% 30 Minutes late each day 19 days lost!

SATISFACTORY
ATTENDANCE

Harder to make good
progress




I ATIENDANCE

« Good attendance improves pupils outcomes.
« Poor attendance SIGNIFICANTLY impacts on learning and outcomes.

Year 2 (22-23) Maths Standard A
chieved

19 days or more missed 12.5%
(Below 90%)
0-18 days missed 84%

(90-100%)



KEY MESSAGES

 We have high expectations for every child from Nursery.
 We will listen, understand, empathise and support.

* [T is the legal responsibility of parents to make sure their child receives
the full fime education they are entitled to and attends school
regularly.

« Regular attendance is essential for pupils to get the most out of their
school experience, including their attainment, well-being and wider lite
chances.

* Only exceptional circumstances warrant a leave of absence. Family
holidays will not be authorised.




KEY MESSAGES

« Every minute counts — school starts at 8.45am for ALL children
« After 8.45am is LATE; affer 9.15am is ABSENT (unauthorised late)

» Every day counts — every day children are well enough, children should be
iINn school

« Absence should be only for illness or exceptional circumstances. Please
contact school via StudyBugs when your child is absent. Please be open
and honest with us.

« Good attendance will be praised and rewarded — we noticel

« Below 90% will result in a referral o an Education Attendance Officer from
CSAWS and the reguirement for medical evidence. 10 sessions of
unauthorised absence (including lates) could result in a fixed penalty
notice — fine of £60-120 per parent per child.

* If you need support, please tell us — contact Ms Stevens via the office.



OTHER WAYS TO SUPPORT

Studybugs studybugs @

- ParentPay é: Pa rentPay

e Lunches

« Woodies Childcare:

Please contact Nicola or Stella at Woodies
directly on 0121 705 8652 Option 3

« Volunteering HELP

+  Fundraising N’e‘ed‘%d
. PTA



@damsonwoodinfants

Exciting News: We're on Instagram!

We are fthriled to announce the launch of our new Instagram account! Follow us
@damsonwoodinfants for the launch. This will be a great way to stay connected, celebrate our

pupils’ achievements and see the amazing learning moments happening throughout the year.
Make sure to follow, like, and share to spread the word.







DIRECTIONS TO CLASSROOMS

Nursery and

Year |

Reception

Maple Class = down the
corridor, down the steps,
turn right, all the way
down the corridor and
on the left

Reception (Willow Class)
= on the left

Nursery (Ash) on the

Year 2

Beech Class = down the
corridor, down the steps,
on your left

Rowan Class = down the
corridor, down the steps,
straight ahead



