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Parents’ Guide to Reading

At Damson Wood we want all of our children to love books and to be enthusiastic about gaining knowledge and enjoyment from reading. Over the last term, we hope that you have been developing this through sharing the books that the children have been bringing home each week. As parents you are their first teacher and play a vital role in supporting your child’s developing reading skills. The aim of this letter is to explain how we teach reading and how you can help at home.
What We Do In School
The children in Reception (FS2) are exposed to a ‘print-rich’ environment of signs, labels, books, key words, displays and role play areas that give opportunities for reading, all of which the children are encouraged to notice and learn to read. More formal teaching of reading is carried out through a number of activities, as follows:
· Daily phonics sessions: using the ‘Letters and Sounds’ structured programme of teaching
· Shared reading: the teacher models how to read and will discuss some of the many different features of a book/story, e.g. the setting, characters, contents page, authors or genre
· Story time: a time for sustained listening and enjoyment of a book chosen by the teacher or children
· Library books: these are the children’s choice and changed weekly
· Guided reading: the children particpiate in 2 sessions per week, in a group of approximately 6 children. The children read a book, at an appropriate level of difficulty, with a member of staff. This is recorded in the children’s individual Reading Records. During these sessions, the children will select a book to take home from their ‘book band’.
The children are now choosing home reading books that have been ‘banded’ into different colours. This ‘book banding’ is a National strategy involving grouping books from a wide variety of publishers according to the skills needed to read them. For example, the first band is ‘lilac’ and includes wordless books that tell a story through pictures alone. The following band is the ‘pink’ band, which is the first level of reading books to include words that are decodable through phonics. Each coloured band progresses through the developmental stages of reading.
Within each coloured band there will be a range of books from published schemes (e.g. Oxford Reading Tree and Rigby Star), which will include books from different ‘numbered stages’ within these schemes. The coloured bands are set up to focus on the developing skills necessary for a good level of early reading and comprehension, grouping the books accordingly. Your teacher will let you know, via the Reading Record, when your child changes to a different book band.
Top Tips For Reading At Home
· Keep reading sessions short, enjoyable and stress free
· Choose a time when your child is willing to try their best and is not too tired
· Sit together in a relaxed, calm atmosphere – make it a special time for you both!
· Talk about the book cover and the pictures within – What sort of book is it? What could it be about?
· Encourage your child to use the strategies that they have learnt in school, including:Some useful questions:
Is it a fiction or non-fiction book?
Can you find any ‘tricky words’?
Who are the characters? 
What are they doing? 
How are they feeling?
What has happened so far? 
What might happen next?
Did you like the story? 
What did you like best? Why?
What didn’t you like? Why?
Why do you think that?


· pointing to each word as it is read
· using phonic knowledge to read unknown words
· using the pictures to help read unknown words or understand the story
· quuestioning if it is a ‘tricky word’ that cannot be read using phonics (e.g. ‘come’, ‘like’ or ‘some’)
· Ask questions and talk about what is happening in the book. 
· Write a message in the Reading Record to let us know how you got on
· Remember – reading is not a competition or a race! Moving a child too quickly through the different bands may result in difficulties at a later stage. The aim is for success and enjoyment.LOVE TO READ!
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